
CITY OF IRON RIVER
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
Wednesday, March 11, 2026
10 AM
Minutes
Chairperson Craig Richardson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m., in the Council Chambers of the Iron River City Hall.

Roll Call: Dan Hinch, Keith Hamel, Steven Saunders, Ronjo Leonoff and Richardson.
Absent: Aubrey Richardson and Benjamin Garcia.
Also present: City Manager Rachel Andreski and City Clerk Tyana Elenbaas.
Public attendance: None. 
Public Comment:

None.
Approve Agenda

Andreski stated that under Old Business she would like to add item H) 2026 Meeting Schedule. Hinch moved to approve the agenda with the addition of Item H under Old Business. All in favor; Motion carried. Absent: A. Richardson and Garcia.

Approve Minutes

Leonoff moved with support from Hamel to approve:
· January 14, 2026, Regular Meeting Minutes

All were in favor. Motion carried. Absent: A. Richardson and Garcia.
MANAGER’S REPORT

· Ice Safety/Rescue Education – Jackie Van Oss Judd and Pete Judd approached the city regarding use of Ice Lake Park. They will be hosting an educational workshop regarding ice safety and rescue. The event will be on March 28, 2026, at 1 p.m., weather permitting. 
· T-Mobile Grant – WICKWIRE and Andreski have been working on applying for the T-Mobile Grant. Andreski and WICKWIRE feel that the Nelson Field Lighting Project would be a perfect project for the grant. This funding would cover a majority of the costs associated with completing the Lighting Project along with utilizing the funds already raised by the public. Part of applying for grant is providing five letters of support for the shovel ready project, Andreski has asked the Booster Club, West Iron County Public Schools, Parks and Recreation Committee, Aspirus and the County Board to supply these letters of support.  UPPCO was also not able to provide the power poles as previously requested, they stated they may be able to provide additional funding instead. 
OLD BUSINESS

MDNR Conversion Issue

C. Richardson updated the committee on the Aspirus property, stating that Gary Pisoni did the survey and Aspirus is still working on drafting up the Property Transfer agreement. 

Iron County Little League Scoreboard Request – Bachman Park

No new information
Nelson Field Tennis Court Lighting – Distribution and Controls/Park Committee

C. Richardson stated that they are working on getting the T-Mobile Grant, which would provide $50,000. C. Richardson stated that he will obtain a quote for the poles because UPPCO will not be able to supply the City with them. He added that the grant would fund a majority of the Nelson Field Tennis Court Lighting project. He concluded that we will be notified in May if we were successful. 
Honor Roll Park Improvements Request – Fitzpatrick Construction
C. Richardson stated that due to the snow, he was unable to perform an inspection. 
Hoover Park Improvements Request - Lighting
C. Richardson stated that he has been doing some background work with this. He is looking into an electrician and will continue to work on it. 
Recreation Plan

C. Richardson stated that we can work from the old draft and update. He asked the committee how they would like to receive public participation. He noted that in the past they have utilized surveys or they could just host a public hearing and allow for comment then. After some discussion, it was decided that a public hearing would be held to receive community participation.

2026 Projects

Sale of City Parks

Nothing new to report, waiting on Interim City Attorney Goodman to investigate selling the parks. 

Disc Golf Course

Andreski stated that she is working with Zach Hautala from the ICECA on this and once the snow melts, they can make some more progress. 
2026 Meeting Schedule

Andreski explained that there was a clerical error on the meeting dates that were approved at the last meeting. She noted that the meetings are to be the second Wednesday of the month and in July it had the incorrect date. Saunders moved with support from Hamel to accept the 2026 Meeting Schedule with the correction of July’s meeting date. All in favor; motion carried. Absent: A. Richardson and Garcia.
NEW BUSINESS

None.
Public Comment:
None.
Member Comments

Saunders noted that the tennis net and poles at Bachman Park need to be replaced. He stated that this can be investigated more once the snow melts. 
Hamel suggested looking into fence guards for the top of the fence at Bachman. He noted that the Little League players have nothing to shield them from the fence and it could be dangerous. 

Adjournment
Saunders moved with support from Leonoff to adjourn at 10:17 a.m. All in favor. Motion carried. Absent - 2: A. Richardson and Garcia. 
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